basic research related to neurology or psychiatry in the United States and Canada are eligible for election to the Association. All this information is published in the beginning of the book in the constitution and by-laws of the Association as well as a list of the Council and all members. This is excellent because the reader is informed from the beginning of all the aims and objectives of the Association as well as who are the members. This standard is maintained throughout the book, not only in the scientific presentations but also with the publication of a substantial portion of the discussion which occurred during the meeting. It is an excellent book and is essential reading for those whose interests involve the understanding and treatment of pain.
The book is divided into two major sections, the first is titled Basic Aspects of Nociception and Pain and the second is titled the Clinical Aspects of Pain. The first section is further subdivided into three subsections, i) Anatomic and Physiologic Aspects, ii) Psychologic and Psychiatric Aspects and Measurement of Pain, and ii) Modulation of Pain. Each of the 12 chapters by the recognised North American experts in this first section is meant to be a review of the present knowledge with some speculation for future research. The occasional peccadillo for example Edward Perl's taxonomic departure of "sensory pain" in the first chapter is fully redressed in the discussion. Those authors whose reviews are biased towards their own research and ideas are brought to task in the discussion and a balanced view presented. At the end of the basic science section one should be aware of the present state of knowledge and the limits of this knowledge in pain transmission, modulation and perception.
The six chapters by the clinicians maintain the high standard set by the basic scientists. The book "Renal function in Anaesthesia and Surgery" by Dr. D. R. Bevan has been designed to bring together the relevant aspects of normal renal physiology and pathophysiology of renal disease to provide the clinician dealing with a patient with pre-and postoperative failure, a basis for rational therapy.
Within the 239 pages this has by and large been done, yet overall the book does not completely satisfy. There are occasional incorrect or, at best, misleading statements, e.g. "Extracellular volume expansion increased distal salt reabsorption", "Mineralocorticoids are of prime importance" in the collecting duct; furthermore the question on renal handling of sodium is mentioned within a chapter entitled "excretion of solute" and tends to underscore more the kidney's excretory function rather than its regulatory function when dealing with homeostasis of the extracellular fluid.
The chapter on renal function tests and the section Renal Function During Anaesthesia and Surgery 1 found interesting, while the section on Renal Failure, both acute and chronic followed a standard approach and offered nothing new.
In summary the book presents a reasonable overview of the difficult subject "Renal Function in Anaesthesia and Surgery", however before I could recommend it as a standard monograph, the section "Basic Principles" needs to be revised.
L The simple description of this book given in the title 'Anaesthesia for Children' perhaps underemphasises the all embracing nature of this textbook of a specialised field of anaesthesia which, in the English speaking world, may well become the standard text on Paedriatric Anaesthesia for some years to come. An indication of the importance placed on this work by its publishers is the arrangements made for its distribution not only in the United Kingdom and Australia but also through the U .S.A. and Canada.
Brown and Fisk are both well qualified to have produced this almost encyclopaedic book on the subject, the former as Director of Anaesthesia at the Royal Children's Hospital, Melbourne, and the latter as the first Director of Paediatric Anaesthesia at the Prince of Wales Hospital, Sydney. In compiling the manuscript they have drawn for contributions on the talents of many other experts in the field throughout Australia and make special reference to the influence of two Australian pioneers in paediatric anaesthesia in this country, namely Margaret McClelland and John Stocks.
In structure 'Anaesthesia for Children' is obviously meant to be a most comprehensive book on the subject and I believe it achieves its aims. In 33 chapters, five appendices and 439 pages it covers the full gamut, from the special anatomy, physiology and pharmacology of the child, to preoperative preparation and specialised anaesthetic problems, associated with the medical and surgical diseases of childhood. There are very valuable chapters on subjects such as the child in hospital, day care surgery, electrolyte balance, total intravenous nutrition and drug overdosage while the appendix on paediatric normal values will be of enormous help to all those anaesthetists for whom paediatrics is not their everyday activity and especially for registrars in training.
A feature of this textbook is its use of illustrations to show what paediatric anaesthesia is all about. There are 173 drawings, illustrations and tables showing in minute detail the problems of cannulating veins, endotracheal intubation, various congenital defects, radiography, positional problems and so on. If it is true that 'every picture tells a story' the authors of this book have told us a great deal in this way. No doubt, the extensive use of photographs and illustrations has added significantly to the cost of the book but I would say that it has been money well spent.
It is often a criticism of multi-author textbooks that variation in writing style from chapter to chapter can make them difficult to read. Skilful editing and the use of a basic chapter design have minimised this feature in 'Anaesthesia for Children'. Each chapter begins with a summary of the major headings and subheadings preceding the main text of the chapter while the chapter concludes with a very full and up to date list of references.
Brown and Fisk are to be congratulated in putting together a most comprehensive textbook on paediatric anaesthesia. It is a valuable and up to date reference for specialists in the field, whilst for registrars in training and the occasional paediatric anaesthetist it provides factual and pictorial information which will assist them greatly in an area where they might otherwise have had a limited background. The English in this handbook of Swedish practice is generally well written but there are some translation errors and frequent typesetting errors. However, these do not significantly detract from the great value of the book. The illustrations are in colour; easy on the eye and readily understood.
In discussing the order in which nerve fibres are blocked, the author has omitted to say that the autonomic are blocked first, the sequence being autonomic, pain, temp, touch, motor, with recovery being in the reverse order.
Dr. Gordh's contribution on complications and their treatment is worth reading and rereading. Emphasis is made on the checking of resuscitation equipment before the block is begun; every doctor using local anaesthetic agents should be aware of the risks involved and how to treat reactions; an intravenous line should be in place before beginning and resuscitation drugs to hand.
Because of their supply by end-arteries, the nose and ear (pinna) should be added to the digits and penis named in the book as locations where vasoconstrictor is contraindicated.
Maximum recommended doses of local anaesthetic would be better quoted as mg/kg rather than as a weight of local anaesthetic, e.g. lignocaine plain 3 mg/kg, and lignocaine with adrenaline 7 mg/kg.
